
Intergenerational Worship

Bible Engagement: 1 Peter 2:18-25 
Year A – Easter 4, May 7 2017

What this is: Intergenerational Bible Engagement 

Where it’s used: In any intergenerational gathering, but specifically with 
Lectionary based gatherings; Bible Reading; Early Word.

Time: 7 minutes + 

Bible focus/theme: 1 Peter 2:18-25*
*NB Although the lectionary reading set for this week begins at verse 19, 
we have begun in the verse before, which is clearly part of  the one text, 
and significantly sets the context (slavery) for the words about suffering in 
what follows.

What’s needed: 
Copies of  the text with words beginning with the letter highlighted. 
Copies of  the text with ‘pain’ words highlighted.
Copies of  the text with random ‘thesaurus’ words highlighted.
Art image

Introduction

I wonder what kinds of  jobs people here today do?
This could be a little bit chaotic, but we are going to try and form some groups, according to 
the jobs that we do. Remembering that some of  us work with our bodies, others with our minds, 
some are paid for work, some are not – but all of  us have tasks in each day – even the youngest 
among us, for little children, their work is to play and discover the world; for tiny new born babies, 
their all-consuming hard work is to feed and to sleep and to grow. 

So first of  all, let’s see if  we can group together with others who work in the same kind of  jobs. 

Eg: Business, Family life, Education, Health, Caring for others, Construction, Money, Community 
building, Learning, Law, Government, Play.

(NB Be sure to help everyone identify their ‘work’ recongising that for some a market economy 
doesn’t recognize or value their work (for example the older women who volunteer in various roles, 
providing support and care throughout the community in informal ways – this is their work, undervalued 
economically, but of great benefit in keeping our communities healthy and functional.) 
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Give time for people to sort themselves into a group they are happy to identify with. 

Continue:
Now we are going to sort ourselves again, but a little bit differently, to reflect a bit more closely 
the workers in our Bible Reading. 

• If  you are still learning in order to get ready to work 
• If  you are looking for some work at the moment
• If  you have finished your season of  working full time and can choose how you spend your 

days. 
• If  you are new at your job and need others to tell you what to do
• If  you have been doing your job for a while and are in charge of  a few other people
• If  you have lots of  responsibility, and are the boss. 
• If  you are the biggest boss there is.
• If  you don’t work for anyone – neither have a boss nor are a boss
• If  you work hard without being paid to keep your household going well, while others leave the 

house to work for money.
• If  you are a slave, working for someone else but without being paid. 

The reading today speaks to a particular group of  workers -  the largest group of  workers in the 
ancient world – slaves. 
Many of  the members of  the early church were slaves. There were lots of  different kinds of  slaves 
doing all sorts of  jobs – some hard and irksome, some degrading, and others quite prestigious. 
But all slaves could be treated harshly by an unjust master.  Often with physical punishment.  All 
slaves had no right of  protection. And all slaves were assumed to be untrustworthy and deserving 
of  any punishment they received. 
To be a slave meant suffering. It was their job to suffer. 
Imagine being treated like that in your job everyday, and then discovering that a follower of  Jesus 
has written to your community – and written a special bit addressed to you as slaves…

We are going to read from First Peter, and our first read through, we are going to pay attention to 
some particular words: the words that begin with the letter S. They are marked on the text. Take a 
minute to check through for yourself  that you are familiar with all these words, and if  you’re not 
able to read them – no worries – ask someone around you to help. 

1 Peter 2:18-25
2:18 Slaves, accept the authority of  your masters with all fear, not only those who are kind and 
gentle but also those who are harsh.
2:19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of  God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.
2:20 If  you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if  you endure 
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s grace.
2:21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps.
2:22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
2:23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself  to the one who judges justly.
2:24 He himself  bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
2:25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of  your souls.

What did you notice as we read together? Any observations?

1 Peter 2:18-25



(Accept and affirm all comments)

We are going to read again – because the Bible is good, but big! It has big thoughts – big things 
to wrestle with – worth taking a second look at. Worth taking a second look at from a different 
angle. So this time we are going to read together – and I’m inviting you to join in on the words to 
do with suffering and pain. To remind ourselves that the hearers of  these words knew real pain 
and suffering  - serious suffering, one half  of  the gathering is going to join in on the ‘painful’ 
words in bold, and the other half  of  the room are going to add painful sounds when those words 
come up. 

Allocate these groups, and again give the readers time to locate the words in the passage and 
practices them, while the “painful sound-makers” practice their painful sounds. 

1 Peter 2:18-25

Slaves, accept the authority of  your masters with all fear, not only those who are kind and gentle 
but also those who are harsh.
2:19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of  God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.
2:20 If  you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if  you endure 
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s grace.
2:21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps.
2:22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
2:23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself  to the one who judges justly.
2:24 He himself  bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
2:25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of  your souls.

What did you notice as we read together this time? Any observations? Tell the people next to you, 
in little groups of  two or three, what you noticed. 

Allow time for this.

We are going to read again – because the Bible is good, but big – with big thoughts – big things to 
wrestle with – worth taking a second or third look at. Worth taking a second or third look at from 
another different angle. So this time we are going to read together – and I’m going to stop on 
some words and we are going to play thesaurus. A thesaurus is a book that has lists of  words that 
have the same or similar meanings. So when I stop on a word and repeat it – anyone can call out 
a word that they think means the same thing as the word I’ve repeated. 

1 Peter 2:18-25

Slaves, accept the authority of  your masters with all fear, not only those who are kind and gentle 
but also those who are harsh.
2:19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of  God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.
2:20 If  you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if  you endure 
when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s grace.
2:21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps.
2:22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
2:23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself  to the one who judges justly.

1 Peter 2:18-25



2:24 He himself  bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
2:25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of  your souls.

Conclusion

Good work. Our three readings have looked at the passage in three different ways – thinking 
about the way the suffering of  slaves isn’t evidence of  their sin; thinking about suffering and 
pain that Jesus shares with us; and using our imaginations to suggest other ways this might be 
expressed. We have worked on the reading together. That’s the kind of  work God wants us to do – 
cooperating, joyful, creative, together work. Not the harsh, exploitative, wounding work of  slaves.
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