
Intergenerational Worship

Bible Engagement: Luke 17:11-19
Year C – Pentecost 21 Oct 9 2016

What this is: Intergenerational Bible Reading

Where it’s used: In any intergenerational gathering, but specifically with 
Lectionary based gatherings

Time: 5-7 minutes

Bible focus/theme: Luke 17:11-19

What’s needed: Display of  text either on screen or print copies; Chris 
Booth art image ‘Lepers at the border’

In this passage from Luke 17, Jesus is going through a border area where there 
are villages or towns close to each other, but on different sides of  the border, like 
the Victorian and NSW towns along the Murray, where there are different road 
rules or Tweed Heads and Coolangatta, where they can have different time zones 
on different sides of  the street!

• Divide your gathering space into two areas, ‘Galilee’ and ‘Samaria’. 

• Create two ‘villages’ one in Galilee and one in Samaria, allocating all of  your 
group into the two villages.  

• Use signposts to designate the areas, and create a ‘border’ between the two 
regions. 

• From the people in each village ask them to nominate 
 o a priest
 o 5 people who are unwell – they have leprosy. 

• Give the priest a scroll with rules – explain that the rules for worshipping 
God in the villages are different, but the rules for sick people are the same: 
according to the rules, the sick people are not allowed to live in the village.

by Beth Barnett



• The 5 sick people with leprosy from each village have to live in the space 
between the villages. 

• Note that now there is a village of  healthy people in Samaria, and village of  
healthy people in Galilee, and a community of  people with leprosy mixed from 
both Galilee and Samaria. 

 
• Now you are ready to read the story from Luke 17. Ask each group to listen 

out for their group and give a wave!

Luke 17

11 On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus went along the border between Samaria 
(Samarians give us a wave!)

and Galilee. 
(Galileans give us a wave!)

12 As he was going into a village, ten men with leprosy
(People with Leprosy give us a wave!)

came toward him. They stood at a distance 13 and shouted, “Jesus, Master, have 
pity on us!”
14 Jesus looked at them and said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.”
(Samarian Priest give us a wave; Galilean Priest give us a wave; Samaritan people 
with Leprosy, go and see your Samaritan Priest; Galilean People with Leprosy, go 
and see your Galilean Priest)

On their way they were healed (made clean). 15 When one of  them discovered 
that he was healed, he came back, shouting praises to God. 16 He bowed down 
at the feet of  Jesus and thanked him. The man was from the country of  Samaria. 
(choose one Samaritan recovered leper to turn back and thank Jesus)

17 Jesus asked, “Weren’t ten men healed (made clean)? Where are the other 
nine? 18 Why was this foreigner the only one who came back to thank God?” 19 
Then Jesus told the man, “Get up and go. Your faith has (saved you) made you 
well.”

Luke 17:11-19



• Display art images ‘Lepers at the Border’ and ‘The Border becomes a Vortex’ 
by Chris Booth.

Look at the way the artist has shown the two different communities in green and 
blue. This helps us to see the division between these two villages and cultures. 
See how the healed man that returns lies across the border! Perhaps like a 
bridge. I wonder what gave the artist the idea for creating the image like this?

What do you think happens next? 
Here are 10 people from two different villages, who have lived together, making a 
new village because their own villages sent them away. In small groups talk about 
these questions.

• Now they are well again, do you think they will go back to living in their two 
different villages? Or keep living with one another in the mixed together 
village?

• If  they go back to their own families in different villages will they stay in 
contact with their ‘used to be unwell friends’?

• Do you think these two villages will now understand each other better and 
become friends, even though some of  their rules are different?

• What do you think Jesus hopes will happen next?

• Who do we live close to but have different rules or ways of  living to? What do 
you think Jesus wants us to do about that?

*The CEV version doesn’t make clear the different words that are used for 
healing in this passage. The 10 men are ‘cleansed/made clean’ (katharizo). One 
discovered he was healed (iaomai). Jesus says to this one that although there 
were 10 who were healed, this one’s faith ‘saved/healed’ (sozo) him.  You might 
decide to change the CEV text a little to use the different English words to make 
this distinction.  

Reflection



Lepers at the border

Chris Booth 2016



The Border Becomes a Vortex

Chris Booth 2016


