
 
 
 
 
 

Bible reading and art reflection  

You will need: • Copy of text on screen or printed 
• Display of image “Gush” by Chris Booth 

Time required: 5-10 minutes 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Art reflection  
Before reading the parable in Luke 18 display the image ‘Gush’ by Chris Booth.  
As you lead this inquiry and observation, don’t refer to the parable, or give the 
context that it relates to the Bible reading. Just allow people to observe and tell what 
they see. Ask the following questions, inviting diverse responses and affirming all 
contributions.  
Invite people to work in pairs, to briefly answer to one another, and then invite 
several responses to be shared with the whole group. 

Bible Reading: Luke 18: 9-14 
Year C, Pentecost 23 

By Beth Barnett 
 



 

 

Introduction 
 
There are two people in the picture.  
What can you tell about the person on the left? 
 
Possible responses: they are standing up, they have their hands up, they are 
speaking or singing, they are looking up, they have a heart behind them, they have 
some black stuff on their clothes. 
 
What can you tell about the person on the right? 
 
Possible responses: they are bending over, they look like they are being sick, they 
have a lot of black stuff coming our of their mouth, they have a lot of black stuff on 
their clothes, there is a storm cloud raining on them, they look sick, they are holding 
their tummy. 
 
Looking at the person on the left, what do you think the big heart behind them might 
mean? 
 
Looking at the person on the right, what do you think the storm cloud might mean? 
 
And what do you think the black stuff is? (Coming out of the person on the right, and 
on both people’s clothes?) 
 
What do you think the person on the Left thinks about the person on the right? 
 
What do you think the person on the right thinks about the person on the left? 
 
I wonder what you think this picture is about – what do you think? 
 
This picture is about two people praying. Does knowing that open your eyes to 
seeing anything new in the picture?  
 
This piece of art is based on a parable, a story that Jesus told. And we are going to 
hear that story now. As we hear Jesus’ story let’s keep our eyes on the art and shift 
our focus from one person to another as Jesus describes each of them.  
 
 

 

 
  



 

Luke 18:9-14 
 
18:9 Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt: 
18:10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax 
collector. 
18:11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, “God, I thank you that I 
am not like the other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers or even like this tax 
collector. 
18:12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” 
18:13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 
18:14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” 
 
Now we’ve heard the story, let’s check back at the picture. 
Who is the person on the left? 
Who is the person on the right? 
Why is the person on the left standing up? 
Why is the person on the right bending over? 
Why is there blackness on the Pharisee on the left? 
The Pharisee on the left has a big heart behind him – who does he love? 
The Tax collector on the right has no big red heart, but is pouring out blackness – 
who does he love? 
Whose prayer does Jesus love? 

Conclusion 
There are times when we all feel like the Pharisee on the left – we’re proud, in love 
with ourselves, judging of others and full of our own goodness.  
Jesus says, you can’t turn that into a prayer.  
There are times when we all feel like the Tax collector on the right – we are full of 
blackness, we know that we have done wrong, we are humbled, and sad, and sorry.  
Jesus says, you can turn that into a prayer and pour out your heart to God.  
 
Extra: Listen and Sing  
 

 
‘Pour out my heart’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sR-TzEw-JeY  
 
 



 

 

 
 


